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described as a "verray parfit praktisour," which would be
accepted by most of us as sufficient praise. Dr. Gould, who
speaks with the authority of one who is not only a man of
letters but a man of words, in his great Dictionary of Medicine
stigmatizes " practitioner " as a badly-formed word. Will he
accept " practiser " as a substitute ?

DISCUSSION ON THE TREATMENT OF JNOPERABLE
CANCER IN THE SURGICAL SECTION.

SIR,-We have already intimated our wish to contribute to
the above discussion a brief collective report on the results of
o6phorectomy for mammary cancer. In order that the report
should embrace the largest possible number of cases we beg
to invite members of the Association, whether they propose
to attend the meeting or not, to send us brief notes of any
cases which may have come under their notice. Communi-
cations should be addressed to Mr. Alexis Thomson,
39, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh. The sources of reports
will be duly acknowledged.--We are, etc.,

ALEXIS THOMSON
HERBERT LUND Hon. Secretaries.
J. E. PLATT

SPECIAL CHLOROFORM COMMITTEE.
SIR,-I see that by a printer's error the report of the above

Committee, in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of July 12th,
11.I8, is signed "Dudley Buxton, Chairman." Dr. A. D.PValler, F.R.S., is Chairman of the Committee.-I am, etc.,

DUDLEY W. BUXTON,
Hon. Secretary to the Committee.

Mortimer Street, W., July i4th.

OBITUARY,
JOHN CURNOW, M.D.LOND., F.R.C.P.,

Physician to King's College Hospital, Professor of Clinical Medicine, and
formerly Professor of Anatomy King's College, London.

THE brief announcement of the death of Dr. Curnow in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of JUIY 12th will have come as a
shock and surprise to many who were aware that he con-
tinued in his work until the last; but to his more intimate
friends his failing health during the past six months had
been apparent. Early in the year he had an attack of influ-
enza, and this was followed by pulmonary weakness, which
ended in pneumonia and sudden syncope on Saturday,July 5th.
John Curnow was born at Towednack. in Cornwall, near

Penzance, and was educated at King's College, London. His
career was exceptionally brilliant, especially at the examina-
tions at the University of London. He was fortunate in
having the association of many distinguished fellow students,
and their example and the traditions of the College led him
to emulate them with a degree of success that soon placed
him in the foremost rank. In i868, at the Intermediate
Examination in Medicine, he gained the Exhibition and Gold
Medal in Anatomy, and the Exhibition and Gold Medal
in Organic Chemistry, Materia Medica, and Pharmaceutical
Chemlstry. Two years later at the examination for the
Bachelor of Medicine he was awarded the Scholarship and
Gold Medal in Medicine, the Scholarship and Gold Medal in
Obstetric Medicine, and Honours in Forensic Medicine, and
in 187i he obtained the Gold Medal at the examination for
the M.D. degree. Meanwhile, in I870, his work had been
recognized at King's College by his appointment as
Demonstrator of Anatomy under Professor Partridge, in
succession to Mr. John Wood, who had been made Professor
of Surgery. In 1873, on the death of Professor Partridge,
Dr. Curnow was elected to the Chair of Anatomy, the duties
of which he performed until I897. His work, both as
Demonstrator and as Professor of Anatomy, was especially
characterized by lucidity. He was an ideal demonstrator, with
a profound knowledge of anatomy, and intent upon imparting
that knowledge in a clear, intelligible way which was quickly
appreciated by his students. As a lecturer he lacked the
fluency and lightness of touch which had formed such a large
part of the charm in Partridge's lectures, while his diagrams
on the blackboard were not marked by the same facility and

artistic skill; in early days his delivery was marred by hesita-
tion and repetition, and he was himself too conscious that he
was not a good speaker. These imperfections as a lecturer
were, however, outweighed by his intense earnestness and by
his untiring energy in the dissecting room. Every student
was made to feel that his work was rightly estimated,
and, while candidates for higher examinations received due
encouragement and assistance, frequent demonstrations and
mild chaff were successfully brought to the aid of those less
ambitious or less energetic. Living so much in the lecture
room and the dissecting room Carnow got to know his men
intimately, and his ready sympathy and help made him a.
general favourite with his students.
He examined in anatomy at the Universities of London,

Durham, and Victoria, where his directness and avoidance of
questions likely to confuse candidates led him to be highly
esteemed. Although working so much in the anatomical
department, Curnow did not lose touch with medicine.
lie took the Membership of the Royal College of Physi-
cians in 1873, and was elected a Fellow in I878. For
many years-from I878 to I897-he was Physician in the
Dreadnought Seamen's Hospital; in I874 he was elected
Assistant Physician to King's College Hospital, with the late
Dr. Baxter, and for several years they divided the work, Dr.
Curnow seeing out-patients only during the summer months,
when more free from the claims of anatomy. In I890 he was
made full Physician, with care of in-patients. In 1883, on the
resignation of Professor Bentley, Dr. Curnow was elected Dean,
of the Medical Faculty by his colleagues, and with character-
istic energy he took an active part in promoting a scheme for
the reconstitution of the Universityof London, or for founding
a new teachinguniversity in london. He was firmly convinced
that the very high standard of the existing University and the
nature of the earlier examinations constituted an obstacle race
which discouraged students and drove them to seek a degree
elsewhere; and he was in favour of a scheme by which he
hoped that the degrees obtainable in London might be
rendered more accessible, without any neceesary alteration in
the standard of the professional parts of the examination.
For many years he took an active part in this movement,
although his share is perhaps not as generally appreciated as
it ought to have been. It has already been stated that he was
not a ready speaker, and in council he was unfortunately too
easily stirred by opposition, but he wrote with grace and
facility, and with his pen he did his best to favour the scheme
commonly known as the Gresham scheme. In medical educa-
tion he was opposed to the division and multiplication of
examinations, since he believed that, instead of diminishing
the difficulties of the student, by allowing him to prepare
different subjects at different times, many more opportunities
were thus offered for rejections and consequent delay and
expense were incurred.
On his resignation of the appointment of Dean in I896 he

was made Professor of Clinical Medicine, a post he held at
the time of his death. For over twenty years he delivered an
annual course of lectures to the nursing staff of King's
College Hospital; and although these lectures were nomi-
nally on anatomy, he contrived to render them extremely
valuable by constant reference to medical and surgical details
which had distinct bearing upon nursing work.
His contributions to medical literature were not very

numerous; in I879 he delivered the Gulstonian Lectures on
the Lymphatic System and its Diseases; he wrote several
articles in the first edition of Quain's Dictionary of Medicine,
and he published a paper upon Cardiac Failure and
Dilatation of the Heart in the Lancet. In the Xing's,
College Hospital 1Reports he wrote more fully and more
freely a series of papers upon the history of the College-
and the hospital from their foundation. In these
articles Curnow is perhaps seen at his best; they are
crammed with facts, they deal with many controversial
matters, they exhibit admirable word pictures of many past
members of the staff, and yet the vein of tact and kindliness
which pervades them and the delightful ease of diction render
them precious to all who revere the traditions and associa-
tions of the College and hospital. Unconsciously in these
articles Curnow revealed himself, his friendships were deep
and lasting, his appreciation, and affection for his former
teachers and for all connected with the school were very
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great; but when his pen was in his hand he possessed a
power of reticence which prevented him from writing any-
thing that would produce pain. This reticence he carried
into his ordinary conversation; though he admitted many to
his friendship there were several subjects upon which he
erected an impassable barrier, and of late years the ten-
dency to withdraw himself from friends and colleagues in-
creased. Nevertheless, he maintained his kindliness to his
patients and to his students to the end, and was in constant
correspondence with many former students who had left this
country and yet dontinued to send him records of their work,
feeling sure of his ever-ready sympathy and interest.
The funeral at Highgate Cemetery on July gth was

attended by a large number of his friends, colleagues, mem-
bers of the nursing staff, and former students, many having
travelled long distances to be present. On the same day a
memorial service was held in King's College Chapel.-N. T.

WE regret to have to record the death, at the early age of
28, of EDMUND DE LA FOSSE BOND, M.A., M.B.&B.Ch.Oxon.,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., a young physician of great promise, who
contracted scarlet fever in the course of, his duties, and
expired on July ist at the London Fever Hospital, Islington,
after a short illness. He was the youngest son of the late
Rev. Frederick Hookey Bond, M.A., for twenty-five years
Head Master of the Marlborough Grammar Schcol, and of
Mrs. Bond, now of Bath. EHe was a near relative of Dr.
Francis T. Bond, Secretarj of the Jenner Society, and came
of an old Cambridge family. He was educated at St. Peter's
School, Weston-super-Mare, and at Clifton College. He then
became an undergraduate of Keble College, Oxford, and had
a distinguished career at the University, gaining the de-
grees above mentioned, and taking First Class Honours in
Natural Science. He next obtained an Entrance Scholarship
at St. George's Hospital, where at the time of his death he
was a much-valued resident officer. Dr. Bond was not only
highly respected for his ability by all his colleagues, but his
amiable and gentle nature secured for him a wide circle of
friends, who will greatly mourn his loss.

ROYAL NAVY AND ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES.
THE UNDERMANNING OF THE ARMY MEDICAL

SERVICE.
THE: following is-the distribution of medical officers employed
onthe Active and Reserve Lists, according to the Army List for
July:

Di8tribution in July Army List.

Remarks.

Ranks. 1 ao

z

surgeon-Generals . 2 4 8_
Colonels ... ... 12 5 IO - 27 3 -

Lieutenant-Colonels... 74 62 71 2 209 6 24
Majors.5.. . I8 109 I 273 2 3
Captains.. 35 ic8 104 I 248 22 4iMeutenants ... I9 Ix8 66 3 206 2 -

Total .. ... ... 186 413 364 8 971 25 31

As the war in LSouth Africa has terminated, and a very ex-
tensive redistribution of the Royal Army Medical Corps is in
progress, we do not propose to present a fresh redistribution
untll September.
Excluding the Director-General and Deputy Director-Gen-

eral, the number of Surgeon-Generals is 8, 2 below the normal
establishment as we understand it. The Colonels number 27
or I more than in the June list. The Lieutenant-Colonels
seem to be 4 fewer, but their distribution is little altered.
The Majors are 2 fewer, but the distribution remains prac-

tically the same. The Captains and Lieutenants are the
same. The total is 5 fewer through retirements in the various
ranks.
The seconded are the same, as are the reserve of officers

employed.
We understand the services of a large number of retired

officers employed, and of the reserve of officers, will be dis-
pensed with from October ist. The important services of
these old officers during the war should not go without some
official recognition.

MEDICINES AND APPLIANCES, ROYAL NAVY.
A MEDICAL OFFICER on a foreign station requests further information
regarding the statement mentioned in the BRlTSH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of June 7th, that the above supplies had been brought " up to date," and
we are now able to give further particulars. The present issue of medi-
cines, as a rule only suitable for a temperate climate, are to be replaced
by those fit for tropical climates. The delay in their issue is doubtless
due to the necessity of providing new medicine chests, etc. Compressed
drugs form a large part of the new scale. Hypodermic and ophthalmic
remedies are also to be supplied in compressed form. The old pill
masses so perishable in hot climates are replaced by coated pilJs.
Many new medicines, etc., will be now supplied, for example: Adeps
lanae hydrossus, amyl nitris, silver nitrate points, cocaine hydro-
chlorate, Carlsbad salts, cascara sagrada, esserinae salicylas, ipecacu-
anhae sine emetina, liquor sennae coric., pepsin c. bismuthi carb., salol
sulphonal, unguentum chrysarobiHi, zinci sulphocarbolas. Among the
" appliances" we note: Adhesive plaster in t in., i in., and 2 in. widths
-the description of plaster is not stated; alembroth gauze, bleached
webbing, and plaster-of-paris bandages of customary width, eye cups,
cyanide gauze, Mostig-Battist boric lint, safety pins, vulcanite syringes
urine-testing box, and a water-testing box. The present Medical
Director-General has effected many reforms, but few of more importance
for the efficiency of "our first line of defence" than is here indicated.
We trust that at an eariy date all H.M. ships may obtain these modern
supplies.

THE APPEAL FOR THE FAMILY OF THE LATE LIEUTENANT-
COLONEL BRODIE, R.A.M.C.

ON behalf of the widow and orphans of Lieutenant-Colonel J. F.
Brodie, R.A.M.C., for whom an appeal was made in the BRITIsH MEDICAL
JOURNAL Of the 24th May, Colonel Leake, 42 The Common, Woolwicb,
begs to acknowledge, with many thanks, the following contributions and
to express his cordial appreciation of the kind words of sympathy which
accompanied them

s. d.
Lieutenant-Colonel W. K. Hatch, I.M.S. ... 0... I 0 O
Lieutenant-Colonel C. Fancourt Willis, I.M.S ... 2 2 0
Lieutenant-Colonel W. Keays, R.A.M.C. ... .. I I O
Lieutenant-Colonel A. B. Cottell, R.A.M.C ...I I

Major James Thomson, R.A.M.C. ... ... ... I I 0
Previously acknowledged ... ... ... ... ... 40 II 6

Total to date ... ... ... 46I6 6

ROENTGEN-RAY APPARATUS FOR FLAGSHIPS.
WE are informed that a complete z-ray outfit has been ordered at a cost of
£;67 iSs. 6d. for all flagships. Almost all Hlis Majesty's ships are now sup-
plied with electric light plant, which will be available for such an outfit.
Naval hospitals have recently been supplied with Roentgen-ray apparatus,
and instruction is now given to surgeons in the work.
The present naval medical administration has done much to bring the

outfits of their medical establishments and ships up to date and render
them efficient; it is evident, however, itmust do much more to renderthe
medical service more attractive to secure a supply of candidates in com-
Detition with the Army Medical Service.

MEDICO-LEGAL AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
A VACCINATION LIBEL CASE.

ON Tuesday, June ioth, the case of Gibbon v. Nice was heard before Mr.
Justice Kennedy and a special jury at the Bury Assizes. According to a
report which appeared in the West Stuffolk Advertiser (June 14tb), the
action was brought by Mr. A. Hugh Gibbon, Medical Officer of Healtlh
for the Borough of Bury St. Edmunds to recover damages for a slander
alleged to have been uttered concerning him by the defendant, Mr.
Thomas Nales Nice, a member of the Bury Town Council.
According to counsel's opening statement, the plaintiff, who was in

partnership with Dr. R. Nix, the public vaccinator, had been resident in
Bury for four years and was medical officer of health. In view of the
outbreak of small-pox last year the authorities at Bury took certain pre-
cautionary measures with the concurrence of their medical officer of
health. Amongst other things they decided, with the sanction of the
Education Department, to prevent unvaccinated children attending
school. Subsequently an order was given to the effect that unvaccinated
children attending the schools should not associate with the othler
children. This course gave riseto some discussion in the neighbourhood,
and a debate upon the matter took place at the council meetin. Sub-
sequently, however, the defendant went to the Suffolk Hotel, where, in
the company of a number of persons, he was alleged to have uttered the
following words: "It is all d-d rot. It is only a got-up job on the
part of Gibbon and Nix to put money into their pockets for vaccinationx
fees." The innuendo alleged was that Dr. Gibbon and his partner. Dr.
Nix, went about inflaming the minds of the people and frightening the.-
with regard to vaccination in order to put money into their


